
On behalf of the Birch Lake Yacht 
Club membership and the entire 
Birch Lake community I would 

like to express our most sincere appreci-
ation to Past Commodore Angela Bergan 
and her First Mate Nick, for the fine job 
they have done these past few years.  
She leaves the club in outstanding 
shape: physically, socially and financial-
ly.  From the Fall Dinner last year until 
last weekend she guided the club 
through each and every successful event 
and issue.  We thank you for your time, 
treasures and talent you gave so unself-
ishly for the betterment of the club and 
the lake. After a presentation of a few 
parting gifts to her, I had the two Past 
Commodores before Angela: Claudia 
Phipps and Karen Curtis Miller, come to 
escort her in honor back to her seat.
 Moreover, I would also like thank 
the people who stepped up and chaired 
the events and the huge numbers of 
those amazing people who put on their 
gloves on to assist the chairs with all the 

events this summer.  The people on this 
lake are friendly and generous in giving 
of their time.  
 I would also like us all to take a 
moment to remember those we loved 
who have been lost in the past year …
thank you.  Hopefully, they found the 
perfect lake beyond the rainbow, with 
promises of a full stringer on every fish-
ing trip, the water always calm for ski-
ing, amazing sunrises and sunsets and 
the ideal wind speed for all the sailing 
races, golf courses with only pars and 
birdies with an occasional eagle and hole 
in one, but no sand traps.
 We began a new tradition at this 
year’s Fall Dinner and was to honor the 
service and dedication of the all the Past 
Commodores of the BLYC and the Birch 
Lake community.  None of us would 
enjoy the yacht club and lake activities 
as much as we do without their past 
efforts. I asked Claudia Phipps to read a 
list of names of all the Past Commodores 
in attendance last Saturday and have 
them stand and be recognized. 
 I would also like to thanks my love-
ly wife Tessa for her love support and 
the rest of my family for their “Papa” 

having to miss a few events but mostly 
for coming up to the lake and sharing 
this wonderful place with Nana and I.
 We held an election at the Annual 
Membership meeting following dinner 
for new Directors per Article V, Section 
2 – of the Birch Lake Yacht Club, Inc. by 
laws:  for the three year terms of the 
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2019
August 25 - Retirement celebration for 
 Fr. Richard Conyers, Camp Eberhart 
 Klinger Hall, following 10 am mass
October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC

2020
May 16, 2020 - BLYC Spring Dinner, 
 McGann Hay Granger Chapel, TBA
June 20, 2020 - Spaghetti Dinner, BLYC

BLYC Board Meeting: Sept 7, 9 am, BLYC
  Watch for updates!

To rent the BLYC building contact Sandy 
Vitale at 269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Pat McGann, call  574-532-5377 or email pat@mcgannhay.com.

Angela Bergan, the now most recent Past Commodore honored her mother-in-law Linda Bergan and Bruce Wagner (both of 
the Cove) with the Commodore’s Trophy last Saturday night at the Fall Dinner.  East sider Pat McGann has assumed the reins 
of the BLYC as the new Commodore for 2020, and East sider Dr. Dan Waxman was name the new Vice Commodore.



directors that were ending. It was moved and carried unani-
mously to accept: Greg Bolin, Terry Dugan, Scott Troeger, 
Sarah Petty and Past Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller, and 
Bernie Garceau, to new terms as directors.  Congratulations! 
And thankyou. 
 PJ and Sue Vandewalle have moved to Utah and we wish 
them well and thank PJ for his service to the board and the 
Lake Community!
 Your new vice-commodore is my long-time friend Dr. Dan 
Waxman.  He loves Birch Lake and enjoys every minute he 
spends here along with his lovely wife and soon to be First 
Mate Sharon and Wonder Dog Scout.  He hails from Kansas 
City, KS via the University of Michigan and Camp Eberhart.  
His family is highly motivated and successful people, Doctors 
and Accountants, his mother and father were both doctors, 
and his dad was Chancellor of the U of K Medical School and 
a General in the US Army.  He will do a great job for you.  
Thanks Dan for agreeing to serve. 
 Next Sunday of Labor Day weekend at 6 pm there will be 
one of those famous Birch Lake Flotillas out in the middle of 
the lake.  Just come out and tie up to the other boats walk 
back and forth and meet and great other Birch Lakers.  Bring 
an appetizer to share.
 See you all at the SPRING DINNER Saturday May 16, 
2020 at my Granger Chapel catered again by the Skillet with 
a totally awesome special premium menu created just for the 
BLYC.  Be sure to put it on your calendars now.  
 The next BLYC Board meeting is on Sept. 7, 2019 at 9 am 
at the BLYC Club House and we would like to talk about all 
the events coming up next year so if you are chairing an event 
or have an idea for any new events or would just like to chair 
and event please come to this meeting.
  Love the Lake!

~ J. Patrick McGann, Commodore 2020

A note from Past Commodore Angela 
 Hello Birch Lake, I wanted to thank you for coming out to 

the Fall Dinner. It was a great success and what a beautiful 
event Pat and Tessa created with the Fall Dinner. I wanted to 
thank everyone for their support as my time as commodore. I 
also want to congratulate Dan Waxman as the new Vice 
Commodore. Please be sure to continue to be kind to one 
another and we continue to support Pat as the New 
Commodore.  The Commodore Award for 2019 went to my 
mother, Linda Bergan, and Mr. Bruce Wagner. Just in case 
you were not able to attend here is my presentation;
 The Commodore Award goes to a person who provides 
support to the Commodore during their term. I wish I could 
give this award to so many people. I want to deeply thank 
Past Commodore Karen and others who contributed to my 
success as Commodore. The person who receives this award is 
a person who has provided me with undivided attention and a 
lending ear. This person has provided me with kind words and 
a helpful hand. Whenever I needed anything this person 
stepped up to the plate. From decorating to cleaning or shar-
ing some great advice. 
 This person is actually two people, and everything I said 
applies to both of them.  Each person has been on the lake for 
more than 20 years. One person is probably more obvious than 
the other. One person is more behind the scenes. One person 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND
has starting over for 

2020’s $10,25O GOAL
Contribute now for next year!

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

$10,250GOAL

$1,333.00Aug. 20, 2019

Amount
raised
to date

No 
change 

this 
week

Come on people 
... we’ve got a 
lot of money 

to raise before 
next year’s 

fireworks can 
happen!
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has been very close to this position before and knows the ins 
and outs. The other person is more of a silent cheerleader con-
stantly pushing me to keep on. Both of these people love Birch 
lake. One was introduced to the lake by family the other has 
become like family. One person is my constant dinner date, 
bartender and volunteers for any task. The other person helps 
organize flowers, decorates tables and is always available for a 
counseling session.
 I would like to give this award to Linda Bergan and she 
has to share it with our new 2020 Spaghetti Chair Person 
Bruce Wagner. 
 Take care.

~Past Commodore Angela

Sympathies
 Our sympathies to the family of Diane Trudell, the moth-
er of Birch Laker Amy Trudell (Lutz, formerly of the north 
side).  Diane died Aug. 17 in Howell, MI.   Funeral services 
were last week; memorials may be made to the Elks Lodge.

Father Conyers retiring
 Just shy of 50 years ago, a young priest from Notre Dame 
celebrated Mass at YMCA Camp Eberhart on Corey Lake in 
Three Rivers for the first time.
 Up until recently, he made the weekly trek between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day from Chicago to Three Rivers.  
His mission was to tend to the spiritual needs of what he has 
affectionately dubbed “our little community.” That little com-
munity has grown largely due to his devotion, sense of humor 
and willingness to share his vast knowledge of religion, art 
and languages.
 Father Rich has advised us that he will be retiring from 
offering Mass at Camp Eberhart the end of this summer.  He 

will offer his last Mass at Camp Eberhart Sunday, Sept. 2.
 In honor of his nearly half century of dedicated service, 
please join Father Richard Conyers following Mass on Sunday, 
at Klinger Hall at Camp Eberhart on Aug. 25 for coffee, rolls, 
remembrances and neighborly fellowship. 
 As Father Rich instructs at the end of each Mass, “Go 
forth and spread the word.”  Please notify friends and neigh-
bors that might not know of this upcoming celebration.

Crockpot Challenge Cookoff 2019
 Attention to all you “SOUPER-DUPER” cooks! The date 
for this year’s cookoff will be on October 19, 5:30 pm, at the 
BLYC!  There is a little change to the format this year. There 
are going to be 2 categories.  We will have a “savory” group, 
which will contain delicious soups, chili, stews, etc. and we will 
be voting for the top two places.  Next will be the “sweet” 
group. Wonderful desserts that can be created in the crockpot.  
If you’re thinking “what desserts do you make” check out 
Pinterest for hundreds of ideas and recipes! Again we will be 
voting for the top two in this group.
 If you are entering either categories, you must have you 
entry at the BLYC no later than 5pm.  Also, if entering, con-
testants please let me know by October 12 so I can make sure 
we have enough extension cords and tables for your crockpot. 
NO TASTERS UNTIL  5:30!
 There will be 50/50 drawings with proceeds going to 
Fireworks. Other drawings for door prizes and possibly a sur-
prise or two!
 Fixings of crackers, chopped onion, shredded cheese, bread 
and butter, etc, would be appreciated.
 BYOB in case there’s not much left at the BLYC. This will 
be the last official event of the season!!  See you there, and 
come HUNGRY!
 Questions? Call Bad Patty 476-2615 or text 317-605-6421

2020 Spaghetti Dinner!
 Hey lovers of Italian cuisine ... Spaghetti man here to tell 
you to mark your calendars for the not-to-be-missed 2020 
BLYC Spaghetti Dinner brought to you by Chef Boy R Bruce 
and his team of Spaghetti-Os on June 20, the first day of sum-
mer in 2020.

~ Spaghetti Dinner Chairman Bruce Wagner

Birch Lake Book Club 
 Denny Weesner will host the September Book Club meet-
ing. We’ll discuss Women in Sunlight by Frances Mayes. 
Everyone is welcome.  
 Debbie Soldato will host the October meeting.

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations



Birch Lake Notes

Sell 5’X6’ foam floats

Available in white, blue and black 
Call Jacob at 

(269) 506-4083

The Joy’s John at Birch Lake public landing
 Despite the objections of multiple homeowners on Birch Lake (including the 
owners of the properties on either side), the Cass County Parks Department’s Joy’s 
John on a concrete pad near the water at the Birch Lake public landing remains.  
The Parks board of directors has taken the matter under advisement, and has 
promised to monitor the launch to try to keep out swimmers.   They have asked 
that residents notify Parks Director Scott Wyman if we see swimmers, 
by calling him at 445-4456, and if that is unsuccessful, to call the county 
sheriff’s department at 445-2481 to report the activity so they can respond.  
Alternately, residents can voice their concerns to Skip Dyes, County Com-
missioner, District 3 at the county building, (269) 445-4420, or at his home, 
(269) 445-2537, or by Email skipd@cassco.org.  If you call  or email a report 
about swimmers at the landing, please copy or notify Phil Vitale at 476-1680 
or at onlinebarker@gmail.com so we can keep a record of the number and 
outcome of the complaints.

Need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if I can help! 

Lake references available.

General Handyman Services



Readers write

by Gordon Seyfarth

How is it even possible that a 
monarch butterfly, weighing 
just one fiftieth of an ounce, 

emerging from a chrysalis here at Birch 
Lake in September, knows that it has 
to fly over 2000 miles to a tiny forest in 
the State of Michoacán, Mexico? Truly 
amazing, it is hard not to love these 
graceful, beautiful creatures that are an 
iconic symbol of our country.
 Over a billion monarch butterflies 
have vanished just since 1990 and their 
winter population is down to a mere 
35 million butterflies. The subject of 
thousands of recent lawsuits, the same 
poisons that are entering our ground 
water supplies, weakening our im-
mune systems, and causing cancers in 
humans are killing off pollinators like 
bees and butterflies and the milkweed 
they depend on for survival. They are 
one of a million species facing extinction 
within the next few decades according 
to a recent United Nations report. Their 
presence in our gardens and yards will 
be missed.
 For anyone wishing to raise them 
to help out the population, I have sev-
eral tips that I can offer. Just be aware 
that raising monarch butterflies re-
quires a willingness to spend some time 
each and every day to keep them alive. 
Raising a butterfly from an egg takes 
almost a month. At maturity, large 
caterpillars eat a large leaf every day. I 
have been raising them for 8 years and 
have at the time of writing this article, 
much to the dismay of my patient wife, 
well over 120 caterpillars in 35 contain-
ers on our kitchen counter.
 • The first thing required is a good 
supply of milkweed plants and they will 
take a couple years to establish. The 
seeds for starting a milkweed garden 
can be collected from the seed pods pro-
duced by the plants in the fall. Consider 
planting the seeds in an area that gets 
half a day of shade and that has irriga-
tion. This will help to keep the plants 
greener later into the summer when 
much of the wild milkweed has dried 
up. Having leaves late in the summer is 
essential to feed the critical generation 
that makes the flight to Mexico.   
 • The second requirement is a 
supply of suitable containers for rearing 
them. I use Chocolate Covered Raisin 
jars purchased from Costco. Buy these 
in the fall so the winter can be spent 
happily consuming their contents and 
wash the empty containers and lid with 
soap and water and rinse thoroughly.
 • Collect leaves from your plants 
that have a tiny white monarch egg on 
their underside by cutting the leaf off at 
the stem with a pair of scissors. Wear 
your glasses, if necessary. Monarch 
eggs are laid individually and are pure 
white in color and round. If your eggs 
appear tan colored, you are probably 

collecting aphids. Fold a paper tow-
el and place it in the bottom of the 
container and wet the paper partially 
to increase the humidity in the contain-
er to keep the cut leaves from drying 
out. Place the leaves in the container 
with the stem at the bottom. It is best 
to raise only two caterpillars if possi-
ble per container and try to keep the 
caterpillars apart because, if they are 
crowded, they can bite each other and 
die. Put only caterpillars of the same 
size in the same container.
 • Change the leaves as necessary 
so that the growing caterpillars have 
a steady supply of healthy leaves. The 
leaves need to be changed if they are 
wilted, turning yellow, or have mold on 
them.
 • Never touch the caterpillars. The 
caterpillar holds itself onto a leaf by 
spinning a little silk and removing the 
caterpillar and severing the silk strand 
can kill the caterpillar. If the caterpil-
lars temporarily attach to the side of 
the container or lid, it is probably be-
cause they are ready to shed their skin 
which they will do as they grow. They 
will return to the leaves when they are 
ready. If a leaf is no longer healthy, the 
best way to transfer a small caterpillar 
or egg to a new leaf is to carefully cut a 
rectangle out of the leaf around the cat-
erpillar or egg at a safe distance from 

the caterpillar and attach that small 
rectangle to the underside of a new 
leaf with a small piece of scotch tape. 
Larger caterpillars can be transferred 
by cutting a lot of the bad portions of 
the leaf away and just lean it against a 
fresh leaf. Make sure not to disturb the 
caterpillar and do not accidentally cut 
off their antennae by trimming the leaf 
too close to their body.
 • They will grow from a length of 
less than an eighth of an inch to over 
2 inches. The larger caterpillars may 
eat two large leaves a day so check the 
containers twice a day at that point. 
When they are ready, they will crawl 
to the top of the container, attach to 
the bottom of the lid, spin a web of silk, 
and attach themselves by their buttock 
and hang downwards in the shape of a 
J. Make sure there are a couple extra 
leaves in the container at this point so 
that when the first caterpillar attaches 
to the lid, there is enough food for the 
second caterpillar because you do not 
want to remove the lid until the butter-
flies are ready to emerge. 
 • The lids on your containers 
should be let loose so that you can lift 
them straight up and down without 
screwing them off. The caterpillar at-
tached to the lid will shed its skin after 
one day and the green chrysalis will ap-
pear underneath. Until it hardens, the 
chrysalis is very fragile and movement 
or vibration will kill the pupa. After a 
week, check your containers daily by 
shining a flashlight into the container 
and look at the chrysalis under the lid. 
After close to two weeks, the chrysalis 
will start to darken. At this point, care-
fully transfer the lid to a safe, not too 
windy, location outside where they can 
emerge naturally on their own to dry 
their wings.
 • I use a wooden clothespin at-
tached to the back of my deckchairs to 
hold the lids with the chrysalis hanging 
down. The chrysalis will turn black 
and become transparent. The gold dots 
you see are the spots on the monarch’s 
wings. The monarch will emerge with 
tiny wings and a huge abdomen. It will 
contract its abdomen and pump up its 
wings. At this point, do not get close to 
it for 3 or 4 hours. The butterfly will 
rest and dry its wings and get ready to 
fly. If approached, it may fly before it is 
ready and can easily die or be eaten.
 If you are interested in giving this 
a try, feel free to stop by my home for 
additional help or if you have questions. 
I would be happy to walk you through 
the entire process. I will also have seeds 
available for you in the fall. Monarchs 
provide a unique opportunity to witness 
one of the truly magical events that 
happen on our beautiful planet. Enjoy!

~GS, 62982 Birch Rd., (269) 476-1319

The Amazing Monarch Butterfly

Top: Butterfly 10 minutes after emerg-
ing with wings starting to dry. Above 
left: Butterfly wings visible through 
Chrysalis just before emerging. Above 
right: Chrysalis attached to underside 
of lids for emergence outdoors.



Just a couple of things as the season 
winds down.  The first is in refer-
ence to E coli, a common intestinal 

bacteria found in all warm-blooded 
animals, but in large numbers in the 
environment can serve as an indicator of 
contamination and health problems.  We 
have discussed this in the past and start-
ed testing for it back in 2007 after the 
sewers were put in, as there were some 
concerns that they were contaminat-
ing the lake.  A formal testing protocol 
was put in place by the Water Quality 
Committee and we found that there was 
no issue with E coli.  We maintained the 
formal testing protocol for a couple of 
years and then Terry put together a little 
testing lab using validated sampling and 
culturing materials from a local laborato-
ry.  Each year he would sample the same 
5 locations and no issue has been found 
with the exception of the little stream 
leading into the lake in the northeast 
corner.  However, upon entrance into the 
lake dilution was so rapid that only ba-
sically background E coli could be found, 
and the E coli in the stream was not 
human, meaning not from the sewer.  
 Remember whenever a duck, goose, 
gull, or muskrat poops in the lake they 
add some E coli.  Thus, you will never 
find a body of water E coli free.  This 
year Terry sampled the same 5 sites 
with the same observations.  In some 

places not even background, and where 
it was found other than the little stream, 
it was less than 1/100th of the level 
considered to be of any risk, i.e. basically 
background.  
 However, this does not mean go 
drink the lake water, but the lake is safe 
for all water activities.
 The second of the things is blue-
green algae.  It is possible at this time of 
year with the nitrogen level of the lake 
falling for us to potentially see very mi-
nor isolated little blue-green algae 
blooms on a shoreline in the early 
morning before the wave action breaks it 
up.  
 Blue-green algae are not really algae 
but a bacteria that can create its own 
usable nitrogen for growth.  Although, 
nitrogen makes up the bulk of the 
atmosphere it is in a gaseous form that 
cannot be used by plants etc.  It has to 
be converted into other forms for it to be 
available.  Algae cannot do this, but blue 
-green algae can convert atmospheric 
nitrogen into a usable form and use it to 
grow with.  Normally, you get blue-green 
algae blooms in very heavy nutrient 
rich lakes, which we are not.  But under 
the right conditions we can have a little 
bloom or so.  Zebra mussels have added 
to this because they do not like blue-
green algae and effectively spit it out 
while eating all the good algae.  So blue 

-greens may have a competitive edge at 
times.  
 We bring this up because some 
blue-green algae can produce toxins that 
could be dangerous to animals or hu-
mans ingesting it.  The levels we would 
find in Birch Lake would be of orders of 
magnitude too little to be an issue, but 
if there is a shoreline bloom and a dog 
were to drink directly from that spot, 
there could be a danger.  Thus, if your 
dog normally goes to the waters edge 
for a drink, look first for a shiny little 
scum on the water.  Not the decompos-
ing carcasses of the last mayfly/fishfly 
emergence or thick mats of green algae, 
but a sort of shimmering scum that may 
extend a few feet out into the lake.  
 The few times it has been observed 
are after a windy day and on the shore-
line that the wind blew toward.  The lake 
quiets at night, and the blue-green may 
rise to the surface if in sufficient num-
bers and produce a short lived bloom.  
We do not expect to see this but we 
usually like to forewarn folks each year.  
 Water testing season is drawing to a 
close.  We still have a late summer phos-
phorous sample to take, a September 
chlorophyll sample, another look at dis-
solved oxygen in the water column, and 
water clarity readings.  On August 19, 
the clarity was 14 feet, a truly improving 
number.

— Water Quality Report —
The “Six CommandmenTS of BirCh Lake WaTer QuaLiTy”

i.   Thou ShaLT prevenT The Spread of 
      aQuaTiC invaSive SpeCieS (aiS).

ii.   Thou ShaLT minimize SurfaCe runoff.

iii.   Thou ShaLT minimize The effeCTS of WaveS.

iv.   Thou ShaLT proTeCT and expand naTuraL ShoreLineS.

v.   Thou ShaLT noT aLLoW phoSphoruS, nuTrienTS, and oTh-
       er undeSiraBLe ChemiCaL eLemenTS To enTer our Lake.

vi.   Thou ShaLT remain informed and aCTive aBouT 
        oTher WaTer QuaLiTy iSSueS.

Late summer WQ tidbits

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Under the Yellow Tent 
at Hall’s Bait and Tackle 

in Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
Saturdays 10-6; 
Sundays 11-5

IS BACK!

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 
— Barker Plant of the Week —

Source: Michigan State University Extension Bulletin E-3189, A Michigan Boater’s Guide to Selected Invasive Aquatic Plants



By J. Patrick McGann 

Well, once again we had bad 
weather and had to cancel the 
sailboat races this past 

Sunday.  Next year your Fleet Captain 
is going to be Bill Leucht, with Bad 
Patty talking on the additional responsi-
bility of authoring the Fleet Captain’s 
articles for Bill in addition to being in 
charge of the Race Committee Boat. 
 One of the things we have all been 
talking about is how we can encourage 
new people, adults and kids into sailing 
and racing.  It is and has been such a 
wonderful part of the Birch Lake experi-
ence over the years.  Sometimes it is just 
a matter of going out on a sailboat with 
someone and experiencing the wind and 
the canvas.  For me, when I moved to 

the lake, it became an instant group of 
people who became my friends and 
accepted me into the group.  There is a 
camaraderie between the sailors here on 
Birch.
 There use to be a Peoples’ Regatta 
where the seasoned skippers on the lake 
would take anyone wishing to go sailing 
for an hour or so out in their boats for a 
ride. I hope we do this next summer or 
even this fall before we put our boats 
away into dry dock.
 THE LABOR DAY REGATTA will 
be next weekend so we will sail on 
Saturday and Sunday at 11 am, with 
make up for the five races on Monday if 
needed. 
 Sail on Dudes and Dudettes!

~Fleet Captain Pat

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #14, Aug. 18

2019

SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY 
AT BIRCH LAKE,

 and ON SAILING DAYS races start at 11 am!
PLEASE GIVE ’EM A BREAK, 

and 
STAY CLEAR OF THE COURSE

Fleet Captain’s Corner

SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOW IS A 
GREAT TIME 

TO LIST 
YOUR 
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@TheLakeLife.com63095 Birch Rd

$215,000 

Vacant 
Land: 5 
acres and 
27 ft of 
frontage on 
Birch Lake. 
Birch Lake 
is a 290-
acre, spring 
-fed, all-
sports lake 
located 2 
hours from 
Chicago 

and 40 mins to Notre Dame.

15176 Birch 
Lake Shore Dr.

à
Price Change to $565,000
3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home 
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court, 
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft 
heated Morton Building.  
House has large windows, 
broad upper deck, covered 
lower patio, 3-season room, 
brick patio w/ custom-built 
chimneyed fireplace near 
water. Upper level: large liv-
ing room w/ vaulted ceiling, 
exposed natural beams, 
Midcentury Modern fireplace 
designed by Wendell Lovett, 
deck access, panoramic lake 
views; dining area w/ lake 
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD; 
1 BA; outside access. Spiral 
staircase down to sitting 
room w/ 3-season room and 
patio access, dining room, 
kitchen w/ bar seating and 
casual dining, 1 BA. Street-
side lawn has wrought iron 
fence and brick path to the 
home.

TRANSPLANTAVERSARY‼️ - Taylor Gableman (in the middle, striped swimsuit ) and friends raise their dilly bars in celebration 
of Taylor‘s third year liver transplant anniversary. Taylor is the granddaughter of Claudia and Dennis Phipps.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week?  Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  Want 
your lawnmower to be the Lawnmower of the Week?  Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the 
photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them 
in the stone mailbox at my home (east side), or email them to me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Above, Paul and Celia Fallon (east side) enjoying the 
Polish feast at the kids’ table during last weekend’s 

Fall Dinner.

At left: We planted milkweed and nectar flowers this 
spring and soon attracted large numbers of monarch 
butterflies and other butterflies which laid eggs that 
grew into caterpillars. We raised a few caterpillars 
indoors for fun. This beautiful female is shown being 
released on Monday, and will soon be migrating to 
Mexico. Thank you to Gordon Seyfarth and Kerry and 
Carol McCoy for your advice and help!  And to our 
neighbors Carl and Sandie Klappauf for your support!  

~The Frews, East Side



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Marc and Lynn Caenepeel (west side) and Deb and Bud Hall doing the 
selfie thing and the airplane thing while vacationing last week in Alaska.

Erin w, niece of Denise Smitley (north side) upon com-
pletion of her boat safety course. It is her inaugural jet 

ski ride. We are proud of her!

701 Spruce Street
Dowagiac, MI 49047

Aspen Whiteman 
daughter of 
Ian and Sabri-
na Whiteman. 
Granddaughter 
of Ron and Staci 
Whiteman  will 
celebrate her 1st 
birthday on Sept 
3. She was born 
on her grandpar-
ents 35th wed-
ding anniversary.  
Happy Birthday 
Princess Sun-
shine!



Aries (March 21-April 19) - You charge 
forward into life headfirst, always eager -- the leader 
of the pack. Small wonder that this week marks a 
turning point when you suddenly will be gripped by 
that back-to-school panic. Your desire to get better 
organized will most strongly be reflected at work and 
in your job because this is where you are going to 
give it your best shot. You want to be efficient and 
productive, and you’re prepared to work hard to get 
results. Not only will you work hard, you will delegate 
to others as well. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Although 
many people are gearing up for that back-to-school 
moment, you are entering serious party mode! If you 
can, please slip away on vacation during the next 
four weeks to live it up and enjoy life! The overall 
theme of this next five weeks is that you want the 
freedom to do your own thing and be yourself. You 
don’t have to please anyone else. Love affairs, 
amusements, creative self-expression and fun activi-
ties with kids will all appeal. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - It’s been 
busy and this week marks a shift of focus to home, 
family and your private life. Renovations, residential 
moves and redecorating projects will demand your 
attention. This same planetary influence will bring 
real-estate opportunities or a chance to rent some-
thing better. This month ahead is perfect to entertain 
friends and family at home, especially to show off 
what you’ve been doing. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - The back-
to-school theme will grip you now even if you don’t 
have kids going to school. Why? It’s an ingrained 
habit from the past. Not only will you be busy with 
personal tasks, your schedule will be packed with 
short trips, increased time with siblings and relatives 
plus lots of reading, studying and writing. There’s 
only 24 hours in a day and you’re booked! Look 
around you at your immediate surroundings to see 
what you want to change. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - For the next five 
weeks, your focus is on cash flow, earnings and 
major purchases. Some of you will review your sum-
mer spending and grab a drink. However, you might 
decide to boost your earnings, which is why you will 
hatch moneymaking ideas along with ways to cut 
back on spending. (Smart to tackle both ends of this 
situation.) Avoid disputes with someone about how 
you to spend your money. For you, the right to 
spend your money symbolizes personal freedom.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - For the next 
month, it’s all about you! This empowers you and 
gives you a chance to rejuvenate yourself! Both the 
Sun and Mars will boost your stamina, motivation 
and drive! You won’t hesitate to defend your best 
interests and go after what you want, which is why 
this will be an amazing, productive month. Make 
note: This same month is also a terrific time to buy 
wardrobe goodies that you will love. Use this bless-
ing! You will have opportunities to state your views to 
others because they will listen and hear you. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - The process 
of defining goals and the parameters that affect 
them gives you lots of information. For the next 
month, you’re in a holding pattern. This is the best 
time all year to make goals for your new year ahead. 
Goals will give you a clearer focus about what is 
important to you. They offer more clarity in deci-
sion-making. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - In the next 
month, you will be more involved with groups -- both 
formal and casual because you will be most effective 
working and cooperating with others. Friendships will 
be important as you realize the role they play in your 
life. Study your friends. What is true of your friends is 
generally also true of you. You will enjoy your friends 
and realize how fond you are of someone. Possibly, 
a friend will become a lover. This is also a good time 
to identify goals and think about how you want to 
pursue them. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - You 
are entering an auspicious month because without 
any effort on your part, you will suddenly shine in the 
eyes of bosses, parents, teachers and VIPs. They 
see you as competent, capable and successful. 
Because of this, they’ll ask you to take on increased 
responsibilities or they will ask for advice. It’s import-
ant to accept their respect and admiration and coop-
erate because you will succeed! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Do 
everything in your power to travel in the next month 
because this is what you really want to do! If you 
cannot travel, make an effort to explore your own 
city so that you can expand your knowledge, and at 
the same time, feel stimulated by new experiences. 
Likewise, in the next month, if you take courses or 
go back to school, you find it pleasurable to learn 
new things. You might also be attracted to people 
from different countries and different cultures. New 
love with someone “different” might begin. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - In the 
next month, you will feel strong compulsions surfac-
ing. Basically, you want to experience life on a feel-
ing level - not just intellectual. Perhaps you will meet 
someone who produces this effect on you. Or per-
haps they will provoke you to explore psychological 
self inquiry. During this same time, you will benefit 
from the wealth and resources of others. People will 
give you things! And it will be easier to get a loan or 
mortgage from a bank. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - For the 
next month, a handful of planets will oppose your 
sign. This is why you will need more sleep and more 
rest. This is also why you will need more patience 
when dealing with partners and close friends 
because Mars will be opposite your sign. This hap-
pens every two years for a month and when it does, 
you feel easily annoyed with those who are close to 
you. In truth, they might not be doing anything differ-
ent. 

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.223 
2.7 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 06:58:51 AM
Sunset: 20:29:50 PM

Moonrise: 00:49:51 AM
Moonset: 15:48:25 PM
Daylight:  13 Hr 30 Min 58 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Chicken Enchiladas
From the 2004 Birch Lake 

Ladies Luncheon 
Recipe Collection*

by Judy Doba
(formerly of the south side)

2 small cans of cream of chicken soup
1 box of Uncle Ben’s long grain rice (fast 
cook-cooked)
8 oz container of plain Greek yogurt
I can chopped green chilies
2 TBLS chili powder
2-3 cups chopped or shredded chicken
2-3 cups shredded cheese of any kind. 
( I prefer hot pepper cheese or Colby 
jack)
1 package flour tortillas

Mix cream of chicken soup, yogurt and 
cooked rice together; Add chili powder, 
chilies, chicken and most of the cheese. 
Stir it up and fill tortillas.
Use a 9 x 12 pan. If there are two layers 
add a layer of filling before the tortillas; 
Top with cheese; Bake at 350 until warm 
in the middle; Can be microwaved too; 
Great for after a football game!

~Thanks to Denny Weesner Bradfield 
and Ronnie Eshleman for the recipes ... 



We’ve wrapped up the year 
at camp, and what a year 
it was! We had over 1000 

campers for the first time ever, made a 
lot of improvements to camp facilities, 
survived some really hot days in July, 
and had so much fun!
 Many people ask what we’re doing 
at Camp Fire now that camp is over. It 
seems like we’d have some down time 
after camp… but that’s not the case! 
We’re really busy right now, and con-
tinue to be busy pretty much all year 
long. 
 It’s hard to believe, but we’re 
already starting to plan for next sum-
mer. We plan to launch registration 
for the summer of 2020 on September 
1st! This past week I’ve been working 
on the dates for camp, planning out 
special programs, and thinking about 
themes for each week. 
 Last week we had a rental group 
at camp for the whole week right after 
our camp program ended. This is the 
3rd year this same group as come to 
Camp Tannadoonah. They’re a church 
group from Livonia, Michigan and 
bring approximately 80 people to camp 

for a week. It’s sometimes challenging 
having groups at camp who aren’t part 
of our regular program, and I apologize 
to the west side neighbors who had 
problems with the kids out kayaking 
last week. 
 This week we are running a 
week-long day camp program at one of 
our After School sites. Miss Michelle 
is leading the After School program 
again this year, and we will continue 
to have 2 different locations: Good 
Shepherd Montessori School in South 
Bend, and Sam Adams Elementary in 
Cassopolis. This week, Miss Michelle 
is overseeing the day camp at Good 
Shepherd from 8am to 5:30pm daily. 
Then we start with the regular after 
school program on Monday at Good 
Shepherd, and on Tuesday, September 
3 at Cassopolis. 
 This fall we have rentals nearly 
every weekend at camp. The weekend 
of September 7 and 8 we have a re-
treat group from Notre Dame, as well 
as a swim team retreat from Misha-
waka. The weekends of September 14, 
September 21, and October 12 have 
wedding rentals, and the weekend 

of October 19th has another retreat 
group.  
 We will host our annual Fall 
Camp and Family Camp weekend the 
weekend of October 5th. This is a great 
weekend for kids to try out camp, or to 
reconnect with their summer friends. 
And we also invite families to come 
spend the weekend with us. If you’ve 
ever wondered what camp is like for 
the campers, this is your chance to try 
it out! We will have the registration 
posted on our website by the end of 
next week. It’s a fun, laid back camp 
weekend with a sampler of camp activ-
ities – sports & games, crafts, nature, 
drama, archery, camp songs, and 
cooking over a fire! You can email us at 
info@riverbendcampfire.org for more 
information or registration details. 
 This fall we plan to continue to 
tackle building improvements, the 
next phase in the Morris Lodge resto-
ration project, and beginning to plan 
for a major overhaul of our kitchen in 
the dining hall. We’re excited to get 
started!

 ~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

— Camp Tannadoonah —
The season’s over ...



FOR SALE

For sale: the former Misch Mfg build-
ing located at 14111 Esther Ave., 
Mishawaka, IN 46545.  Location 3/10 of a 
mile west of Capital Avenue between 
Jefferson and McKinley.  Contact Jill Celie-
Brenay, REMAX, or Bob King.

For Sale:  2006 Pontiac Solstice 
(2-seat convertible).  Only 33K miles, runs 
great and looks great too!  Silver with 
Black top, 5-speed manual transmission, 
newer tires.  Stored every winter so no salt 
wounds.  Fun car to drive.  Sadly selling 
so I can downsize my ‘fleet’.  $9,000 OBO.  
Call/Text Karen at 574-261-6712.

Attention Golfers: For Sale ~ Full set 
of Adams irons; 3 through 7 hybrid 
irons - 8, 9, PW regular irons. $150.  Call 
Bud at 476-2526

4-seater pedal boat for sale.  As-is 
(though we will get her down from the pole 
barn for test rides).  Contact the Kings at 
476-2128.

For sale: Full size bed frame with 
Maple headboard and footboard.  
Make offer.  Bob Groszek. 219-384-9291.

FOR SALE:  Modern Master 
Bedroom set including King sized bed 
frame (with inboard storage / headboard 
cabinetry) and desk.  Vertical computer 
desk with doors and drawers.  Call Leslie 
King 574-276-9996

FREE STUFF
TWIN MATTRESSES ~ FREE ~ 2 Twin 
mattresses (no box springs)  Good condi-

tion, free for pick up.  Contact Deb in the 
Cove at 574-340-3870

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? 
Check out renting the most inexpensive 
but cutest and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 
call Kathy at 476-9317

For Sprinkler service, please call SOS 
Irrigation @ (574) 534-9150

Pressure Washing - FREE 
ESTIMATES for cement, piers, drive-
ways, houses and more. Call Tony Schmitt 
(Baucus son-in-law) at 574-584-5744 
Today!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Simply STUNNING

     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club?  This is just 
one example of the custom concrete 

services and products available to our 
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.

Interested in a new look for your 
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Memorial Park boat landing for a Labor 
Day dog parade celebration. Parking for 
spectators and participants will be avail-
able at designated marked areas on 
Birch Road and at the landing.  After 
registration, the parade commences at 
the boat landing at and proceeds north 
on Birch Road, ending for the award cer-
emony at the home of Dennis and 
Claudia Phipps. Costumes are encour-

aged. All are invited to stay for an after 
celebration where food and drink will be 
provided for pooches and pooch parents.
 Prizes will be awarded in these cat-
egories: BEST COSTUME; LARGEST 
DOG; SMALLEST; CUTEST; Owner-
PET look alike; Bushiest Tail; Longest 
Ears & more
 All participants will receive doggy 
AND human treats! Participants and 

spectators are encouraged to donate to 
the Cass County Humane Society and to 
the cost of the event. Donation boxes 
will be along the parade route and at 
registration. Spectators are greatly 
encouraged and may provide water for 
the dogs. Bring lawn chairs!
PARADE RULES:
Animals must be current on vaccina-
tions; No aggressive animals or females 
that are in season; Animals must be on 
a leash and in control by their owner at 
ALL times; Pet owners must pooper 
scoop after their dogs; 
Parade organizers: Carla Chester, Linda 
Curtis, Claudia Phipps
 Note from organizers: Last year we 
had 19 dogs for the first year! We are 
hoping to have more this year. We have 
made changes/improvements. There will 
be music and all participants will be in 
single file for the viewing pleasure of the 
spectators. There will be a celebration 
after the awards ceremony and compli-
mentary rides back to the landing. For 
those who are unsure of their dog’s 
behavior, last year the dogs were lively 
at registration, completely calm during 
the parade, and in love with each other 
by the awards ceremony!

2016 Birch Lake Calendars
 Thanks to all the photographers 
who submitted photos for the 2016 Birch 
Lake calendar. Once again we had so 
many great pictures that it was hard to 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STUNNING
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose we 
installed last fall at the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!

Call us Today!



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Pat McGann (E), Vice Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Dan Waxman (E), Vice Commodore
317-506-1680 ........dwaxman@indianablood.org
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Angela Bergan (E),  berganfsu@aol.com

561-603-5522
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .574-261-6712 
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Fred Freihofer .....................................574-286-0009
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ................................574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Dan Waxman (E)....................................... 476-1638
DWaxman131@gmail.com

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WQ AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
THE YEAR’S ALMOST OVER!

It’s time to pay your 2019 dues 
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


